
 
To: All Oxfordshire FA affiliated clubs and Oxfordshire FA sanctioned leagues 
 
Good evening 
 
Following on from my email late yesterday when the FA issued their guidance a lot of people have 
read the latest guidance and have had queries all day. I thought it was best to summarise some of 
the key points, many of which you will find in red in the guidance documents. So let’s start with; 
 

 
 
“Participant” is player, coach, manager, physio, club official, league official, referee so basically 
EVERYONE MUST FOLLOW the guidance. When the game restarted earlier this season many people 
either ignored the guidance or thought it didn’t apply to them. As a result the guidance and the 
requirements are stricter. Warwickshire County Council have told their clubs that they are not 
allowed any spectators on the basis they felt football couldn’t govern itself last time so in the 
interests of all their residents they were taking action – we don’t need that here! 
 
We then see “Before re-starting playing/training, clubs must carry out a risk assessment (or review 
and update their current one if already in place from before lockdown) and record the procedures 
and checks put in place. It’s essential everyone is clear about the restrictions and works together to 
manage social distancing, strict hand hygiene and the other protocols set out in this document. 
 
Clubs should also update their medical emergency action plan around player care and strictly follow 
the first-aid guidance document published by The FA, without exception. This is both to protect 
players and any club member who is trying to aid the player if an emergency arises.” 
 
The Risk Assessments carried out at the start of the season will need updating due to being in the 
Tier environment with emphasis on hygiene measures. Whilst the FA template issued was a rough 
idea on layout, clubs now need to think about the following areas; 
 
“Before” – how will people travel if not in social bubbles, when should opponents arrive if games are 
taking place earlier on your pitch, is anyone showing any of the symptoms, etc 
 
“During” – regular ball cleaning, avoiding huddles on the pitch, distancing during warm up, 
treatment of injuries, personalised drinks containers, etc 
 
“After” – getting people away from the ground quickly, cleaning of equipment used, etc 
 
Because of the importance of these and the need to publicise and share within your own club and 
with opponents, we are going to ask you to send us copies. We wont be approving or disapproving 
but out of fairness we need to ensure everyone has these in place. We are currently sourcing 
software to make this easy for you to upload and submit. 
 
In youth football from under 15 and younger, it is a requirement that clubs must provide this to the 
parents of all the children that play for them and get written confirmation of receipt and 
agreement for the child to play.  We acknowledge that time is tight for those who were hoping to 
play this weekend but remember the red box where it states “MUST FOLLOW”. A lot of work, 



especially for bigger clubs, but you would be able to demonstrate and evidence any claim that you 
had failed to make people aware in case there was any incident. It would also strengthen your 
insurance support. You would also be able to defend any charge from ourselves or the FA for failing 
to abide by the guidelines. There is a template covering message within the guidance that you can 
send to parents who can agree by email. Because this will cover the remainder of the season then 
you can legitimately keep these records under GDPR for more than three weeks. 
 
Whilst I have mentioned Risk Assessments and youth together, adult clubs must also produce and 
provide Risk Assessments. With the key word of “MUST” these should be done before any return 
to training and playing. Whilst we all want games to return they have to be in a safe sustainable 
way. If clubs don’t follow the guidance then they, and maybe everyone, will find their games 
suspended as we all have a responsibility to protect individuals in these unknown times brought 
on by the pandemic. 
 
Face Coverings – some clubs are requiring participants, unless exempt, to wear face covering when 
they entering the changing facility and only take them off when in their respective changing room 
 
 
Spectators – make sure you have signs, including the NHS QR code, visible guiding people around 
the facility. Some of you may have within your own club or from the visiting club, people who live in 
Tier 3.  Whilst they are allowed to attend, please try to give them their own space so they don’t 
socialise with people from Tier 2. Think about travel as indicated for your risk assessment 
 
There is a lot more for you to read and it is important that you do via our or the FA website. We 
cannot make it any plainer that the future of games locally is down to you and your actions. Ignore 
or flout and you and others face losing your recreation!  
 
Stay safe and well 
 
Ian 
 
Ian Mason | Chief Executive 
Oxfordshire Football Association 
Unit 4, Witan Park, Avenue 2, Station Lane, Witney, OX28 4FH  
 


